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R TOEND BLACK NATION
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q . PART 1

(1 THE NATURE OF BLACK REVOLUTION

As Black Revolutionaries we recognize the existence of thz
Black Nation in diaspora. That is to say we hold that the tcns of
g - 'millions of Black pvéplc scattercd throughout the amerikkan indus-
trial centers constitutc.an oppressed notion, a colony. We seck
the liberation of that colony--as a nation, and not as a mers class
or racial minority. In other words, we reject Proleturian Revolu-

tion in the generally accepted sense of the term, and optvfor Black

Revolution.

For the Black Nation we boldly seek a land base in which our
people can live in peace, brother/siste;houd, and human dignity.
Upon this land we would cut ourselves aloose, in so far as it is
possible, from all ties with capitalism, and establish a human soci-
cty, a system of socialism in which the means of production arc
owned by the whole pcople; where there is equitable distribution of
wealth, and the spiritual and intellectual development of nov person
% - suffers because of economic want or deprivation of human rights.

g We identify the enemies of the Black Nation--not as whitc pco-
; ple per se, but as the Monopoi& capitalist class and its agents--be
they black or white. Whilec we fully acknowledge the uniqueness of
3 the black soul, and are aware of its beauty and latent power, and

are convinced that its creativity has only barely been scratched--

and to some extent we concede that many of us harbor a certain amount

of black chauvinism, yet we are not reverse racist. We do not

seck to deny the essential humanity of other races, nor seek to ex-
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Y plait or oppress, cessarily exclude other races. If there are
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: black crime, killer cops, last hired and first fired. All this and
. thosc among other races, such as John Brown, the S.L.A., the Wea- ' '

more can be traced ultimately to the imperatives of the bourgeois
ther-people, Chicanos or whomsoever, who can grasp our vision of a

systems of money-making. These contradictions are Ilrreconcilable

human nation with human principles, and who are willing to pay the and insoluble within the context of the system. We shall break

blood sacrifices required, and suffer along with us the agonies and aloose from the system, nor allow bourgeosidom to infest and infil-

ccstacies o+ Nation building--then we hold they should/shall be wel- trate the black ranks; for it is a humanly alien creed, exploita-

~comed into the Black Nation with open arms: with full citizensliip, tive, deceitful, selfish, devisise. We shall persecute the class

and equal rights in every respect. The Black Nation to be-- shall enemy ruthlessly, within and withoit...root and branch.

be founded on human principles. We have suffered, and the world We clearly perceive that to tear the Black Nation away from

has suffercd enough inhumanities of man against man and race against bourgeois-racist amerikkka entails a war and blood letting c? such

race. We wiil have n f . i |
i one of it magnitude the likes of which these shores have not witnessel for more

Not so with . i rtwee . . .
our class enemy The differences between the black than a hundred years. But such a war is inevitable considering our

masses and the bourgeois class has an cconomic ba i g : i
g sc that is wholly only other alternative is continued oppression and slavery. It is

irreconcilabdie. 1t is th d and uns i i
! ¢ greed and unscrupulous drive for profits as the righteous comrade John Brown once stated:. ".,..This guilty

of this clas -
is class in one or another of its several forms (chattel sla land shall not repent except by blood.”" Undoubtedly, much of the

very, wape slavery, etc.) which lies behind our three centuries of

blood will be black blood; Thousands of us shall die. Perhaps tens

y travai At thei
Fx rovail. heir hands we have suffered brutal and harsh oppres of thousands. Millions of us will be imprisoned, incarcerated, in-
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sion beyond the kn of tlyil1zed imagination. Stripped utterly of terned. Families will be dislocated, totrn away from loved ones, we
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human status, we w d d i i ' .
! cre reduced to the level of animals with no more ? will be tortured, raped and murdered. But we will fight on and we

£ rights than & draft horse. i
g ig n ra orse. At the whim of our bourgeois masters we will win.

hi : . . .
were whipped, raped, maimed, murdered, denied family ties and all We will win because, among other things, we have a unique advan-

. human developrent. Simil: i \ today in Ji- . . )
v ‘ imilar oppression continues cven you tage which no other enemy of the amerikkan ruling class has ever had.

5 ‘ ’ . i is chauviniaes in- . )
rect and indiyect forms. Behind the puisc of white chauvin ' Although the amerikkan ruling class sent armies and/murder to what-

=

fested in an cntire nation of 200 million white worlers the 2ot .nan. : . .
N ever peoples and nations that have opposed their greedy aspirations,
e izing conditions yet exist--in the farn of demial of oppostunity
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. none of these nations and peoples have been able to send troops and

and Jdemocratic right<. The secial conditiovs (mposed vpon Us yet .

i murder back to the amerikkan ruling class. Hence being sgattered

heop untold misery bpop Our pecplo. geneada | sprratuelly and Phy- ' .
throughout the belly of the beast, oppressive as it is has this one

sically, contiwes systewattcally and premeditoted. - bdlack on
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advantage--we have access to his entrajils, his vital organs. And

we shall take full advantage of this access, We shall strike

boldly, ruthlessly, relentlessly. For it is War! War without

terms!
Theré will be no honorable terms in this war, no "international
rules." We will not be honored with the recognition of soldiers of
a natior recognized and accepted in the world community of nations.
We can e assured they will use everything in their considerable
power t block such international recognition. They will lubel us
as criminals and terrorists--out:idec the Wall of protection of hu-
mane rules. Nor shall we ask them for any quarter, though from time
to time we may put on a show of demanding they abide by their own
lofty proclamations of justice, duec process., etc. But such shows
will be tactics ton expose their true beastly naﬁure.lwe know what
to expect before hand. These are the same people who murder our
babies in church. KKK, CIA, they're all the same. Just like the
CIA went through the mafia to strike at the Premier of Cubn; like-
wise they used KKK contacts to hit Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. CIA,
KKK, Cosa Nostra, Fascism, all these kindred creeds have exploita-
tion and oppression of pcoples at théir core and they're all inter-
locked. Hence, if there perchance are those who are yet blinded by
bourgeois propaganda and think the monopoly capitalist oligarchy is
somchow a nobler breed of pit viper,--throw it out of your minds.
*kaghaéhut again we reiterate that the encmy is the bourgecois ruling
class and its agents and lackeys--and not the white workers. We
must take great care in cstablishing this point, and in doing so

contribute to the isolation of thc enemy and possibly cut him off
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from his base of support among the white working t1ass. lloprfully,

we may cause a nation-wide division among them on a par with the di-

vision which occurred during the Vietnam War. We can only do this

by consistently aﬁd clearly avoiding brushes with the white working

class, and heighten the contrast by delivering devastating blows to

the bourgeoisie. Anything we do to the bourgeolsie will be falr.

Our strategy in winning independence and separation is, simply

stated, the strategy of Moses. To so plague and afflict the capital-

ist‘pharoah class--that they will be glad to let our people go.

Black revolution is a colonial question which seeks not the destruc-.
e S —
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tion of the bourgcoisie as a class, nor to establish socialism in

amerikkka, but has thc limitcd objective of securing l1berat10n of

——————— —— e

the black colony through conv1nczng the capitalist olxqarch) that,

although the loss of the colony .is a fundamental set- back, tt.at with
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the demands Ffor massive reparatiohs and all, it would yet be to
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thc1r greater advantage to surrender this part of thelr empire, that
—— e e e . \\——.-

hhgpefully they may salvage the remainder,

That being the case we have the strategic advantage of not ad-
vocating the destruction of amerikkka or the overthrow of thc gov-
ernment thereby incensing the blind patriotism of 200 million apoli-
tical, apathetic white workkkers, The bourgecois leaders will not
be able to raise the cry that they are fighting to “save democracy,”
restore "liberty,'" and "equality,'" etc. They can oniy raise the
tired old cry of “law 'n order." '

The question then is how much pain must be inflicted or--wili
the ruling oligarchy ever surrender the black colony: will they
hold on to it at all cost? In our estimation the blagk ljberation,

skillfully fought, can inflict sucﬁ strategic Josses so as to

——




threater the loss 9f the entixe empire. We pose no direct threat

to the multi-multi-billion dollar iaternational holdings of the
bourgeoisie; the copper holdings in Chile, the oil holdings in the
Middle East, the rubber, gold, diamonds, uranium, lead, dianomite,
throium, tungsten, and endless other multi-billion dollar holdings
which make up their African and Third World imperialist empire.

But should we inflict strategic blows at the various key power and
industrial centers, blow up Wall Strecet, the Pentagon, defense
plants? The capitalist ruling class cannot fight a war at home and

i _at the same time maintain their overseas empire. Things would be-

come pretty much out of joint for the pigs. The contradictions

would all sharpen and accelerate their pace of development. Bour-

Ty %

q ! geois priorities would become a jumble, their judgment distorted,
' (thcir impulses erratic, and confusion would reign. Should we sus-

tain such a struggle for just a few ycars the beast would be so

e L

crippled that the struggles of the Third World nations to liberate

themselves would be almost assured victory, and the whole interna-
tional system would collapse in upon them. The rise of the black
amerikan in serious and sustained warfare with the capitalist op-

pressor would signal the rise of the world's masses in revolution.

--The spark that would set the world on fire.

Urban guerrilla warfare may not have been successful as it has
been applied in South America in attempts to destroy bourgeois re-

gimes and establish socialism. It is uniquely suited, however, for
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our own unique colonial situation, i.e., a colony in the bellv of
the be .st. If mere riots and social disorder will gain stsntftC¢bf
conces .ions, indications are that skitlfully arrlied uvrbak queriiie

wirfa12 on the same scale has a high chance of succeeding
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I1. WHITHER NEW AFRICA?

1f during the course of our struggle we serve as a catalyst

that will arouse the white workers into putting an end to the rule

. of monopoly capital, and establishing a socialist America, our prob-

lem may be somewhat simplified. Under socialism integration into

America becomes a viable alternative. We can possibly accept the
definition of "black proletariat," and be assured that the plight of
our people will be qualitatively changed within the context of a so-

cialist America. Self—dctermination in the form of community con-

trol of politiéal. economical, and social institutions will have
meaning. .

But should our struggle fail to ignite the proletariat‘revolu-
tion in amerikkka--yet succeed in winning independence for the Black
Colony; that is to say, force assent of the bourgeois oligarchy to
erarate and set-up our nation, the question remains--where to lo-
c#te the new Black Nation?

The black-belt south (the states of Mississippi, Alabama, Geor-
gia, Louisiana,S.Carolina., So-called black-belt because of the color
of the fertile soil, not because of the color of the people), has
currently been the subject of much controversy on the left concern-
ing the existence of the Black Nation. [See Part !V of this paper,
"Prolectariat Rcvolution-:Nol"]

/
The Republic of New Africa has already initiated a program to

re-claim these lands which at one time contained a majority black

population. They have done considerable research in the legitimiz-
- ing of this claim: have begun qooperative land development projects,

and have called for a national black plebiscite to gain the approvai

‘and recognition of the black colony. Indications are that the black
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Jasses would do well to get behind this movement with the full
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weight of our revolutionary thrust. Louisiena, and S. Carolina combined. Yet it has na pop.lation

Georgia,
total of less than a million people. It is currently und?r the

..

On the other hand, these lands do not hold any particular nos-

talgia for us as a "national homeland." Also to make the imperialist bootheel of South Afrikkka which claims it as a v Protectorate.”

© . A -

surrender these lands may be too much for the imperialist them- But the United Nations has ordered South Afrikkka out of Namibia,
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' selves to handle. While they substantially control the institutions and South Afrikkka has refused to comply. Hence the -Namibians are

™~

of power, and the opinion shaping machinery, yet if we make it suf- - waging armed struggle under the leadership of the Southwest African

Xer i
peAe

i ficiently hot for them to scek a solution in keeping with our de- People's Organization (SWAPO).

Ty
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! mands, the masses of whitc workers who live in this arca, and ncces- Perhaps investigation will reveal that for some reason or ano-

sarily have to be "disposscssed” are likely to raise such strenuous ther Namibia may not be able to economically accoiiodate 20 or 25

and violent objections that the ogliarchy may not be able to per- million black americanized people. And certainly we would have to

aam—— e

suiade them to comply, or overcome their opposition. In spite of seck an agreement with SWAPO and other black political/military or-

this possibility we should not rclinquish our claim to these lands gans which are waging the struggle there. Such an agrecment must

‘ot e

because it is a starting point with considerable lcgitimacy and necessarily include some type of "affirmative action" guarantees in

moral justification. respect to the indigenous people to insure that another class sys-
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f 1t may be that we have other more viable alternatives, how- tem does not arise on their backs such as occurred in Liberia.

o
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cver. Marcus Garvey, in his "back-to-Africa'" movcment of the 20's,
had plannel to petition the Leaguec of Nations to turn over one of -
the former Germany colonies, either Tanzania, or Southwest Africa

(Namibia) co the National Negro Imprcrement Association for the re-

The South Afrikkkans, on the other hand, with their amerikkkan
imperialist allies, Gulf 0il, et al., underwriting investments and
enterprizes in Namibia,--they are likely to have heart palpications

at the thought of 25 million angry, highlv sophisticated blacks being

location of the Black Colony. Such ar alternative presents its own deposited at their doorstep. But if we win an agreement with SWAPO,

set of problems, and may not be at all practical today, yet we sub- and approval of the U.N., and present sufficient threat to the ameri-

PR

kkkan empire, then opposition or not--South Afrikkka is in trouble.

mit it deserves careful and detailed consideration. Tanzania, of

[t

coursc, has become an independent nation on its own so it is there- " But, and again, the fact remains that whether we choose the

fore out : “ 'ho question. Namibia is another matter. black-belt south, Namibia, or wherever, very little will be accem-

Namibia has an area of 317,817 square miles. That is a land

e et e e o

.plished until we have soundly rebuked the monopoly capitalist ulass.

; area 60 thousand square miles larger than Mississippl. Alaharma,
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A period where we will be required to live frugally and 1abor hard.
"No matter how much reparations we may win, our greatest national re-
source will ever remain:the labor power of our pcoplc.i Hence we
must expect to labor a§~an inspired people, and nor must we allow
our frugality and austerity destroy or undermind our humanity. Our

human relations and human dignity is enhanced by hard;work as long

as it is not alienated labor; as long as we eliminate.class division

and mainta‘n people control of institutions of power.

VOLUNTARY 'OVERTY AND THE BLACK GUERRILLA !

One 1i1st word. We as guerrillas are the warriors of the Black
Nation, We are not ordinary'black piartisans. We are angry men/
women--totally displeased...a hundred percent dissatisfied., We will
not be bought off. There is not sufficient money in the world to
buy us. We do not seek personal agprandizement, though we exappro-
priate a thousand banks. We are not. satisfied with--$600 dollar per
month apartments. We have no desire for a wife, children, two cars,
and a home in the suburbs. As long as black pecople are under the
yoke of capitalist oppression, as leng as black people lack controtl
of the determining factors of their lives, we will not be satisfied
with anything less than war. Comrade George specaks for us:

"So, my fricpds, the terms have bheen established. That is the

only way I will accept any more time in this life. I don't

want to live any other way. [ want to hide, run, and look over
my shoulder. The only woman that I could ever accept is one

who would be willing to live out of 2 flight bhag, slcep in a

coal car, cat milkweed, bloodroot, wild greens, dandelions, a

rabbit, a handful of rice. She would have to be willing to run

and work all night and watch all day. Shec would bathe when we
could, change clothes when we could. She would own nothing,

not solely bccnuse.she loved me but because she loved the prin-
ciple, the revolution, the people." goledas Brother,

In practical terms we treat our individual ceclls as a commune

(we tend to do this as an unconscious principle anyway), where the
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rades share thelir meager possessions. But the fac: %hat we will be
making innumerable expropriations against the system mcans hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars will pass through our hanéé individ-
ually. This money is tb support the struggle; and whi;é we must use
i a‘portion of it to meet our own minimal daily necds, wé must ail
consciously comm&t ourselves to the principles of voléntary poverty
...lest some rade forget his calling. And of coursefif we, armed to

the tecth and strapped like “Mexican bandits,” have embraced volun-

tary poverty and are supplying the above ground movement with funds,

it may possibly serve as a deterent to some bourgcois minded indi-

vidual who hight otherwise risk diverting the peoples' funds to his

‘ own selfish pufpose.

t Above allgwe must eschew the principles of the money-dog. Nei-
ther we nor thg revélution need money so bad that we compromise our
revolutionary ﬁrinciples. There are some so-called black nationalist
sects, who, in:pursuing a hourgcois ethic have gotten themselves in
such a financial bind that they allow themselves to be utilized to
funnef heroiﬂ into the black community. Such a practice is in di-
rect oppositi%n to everything they are supposed to stand for, and it

displays a contempt for black people. Nothing intensifies and mul-

tiplies the contradictions of the colony like dope and they know it.
Some day we ma; have to bring such so-called nationalist to a reck-
oning. Meanwh%le, let us avoid such pitfalls ourselves.
PART 1V
PROLETERIAT REVOLUTION-f-NO!
We reject proletariat revolution, but not because, as some have
'proferred that a proletariat movement with a majority white prole-

tariat in the forefront would be inherently raciit. This is not’
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valid grovids for rejection. Granted that a white proletariat may ' tear all this shit down and start a novo--on any system as long as

the new system has them in a more favorable position. The white

indeed harbor significant remenants of racism. But even so should
There is a certain visible vocal class conscious

: the proletariat movement be successful-and~a socialist America es- workers are not. )
! tablished, then the material basis for race discrimination would be | element of the white working class, but his element iz " mintsele 5f‘
? : ; i ili ' : ‘E‘?
; substantially removed. People ownership of the means of production minority for all its visibility. [
3 ' . ; ' :
: means there would be full employment, hence the competition between By and large the white proletariat serves as the social base of ' - H
{ . i i i - :’
i black and white workers for available jobs would be removed. There -support for monopoly capitalism; they identify very solidly with the %
| would be fairer and wider distribution -of wealth, the quality of capitalist system. After the white worker of Ford Motors, General 3
g " life for the black masses would be raised qualitatively overnight-- Motors, U. S. Stcel ot whatever, has done with his strike once every {
' even Wwith proletariat racism. But again we raise the question of two years, he is done with the class struggle. He sits back to en- ;
’ 5

proletariat racism only for the sake of argument and rebuttal. There % joy his affluence and privileges again for another few years until

the pinch of inflation galvanizes him again to action. And of course

RSN

is no certainty that proletariat racism, a remcnant of degenerate

bourgeois consciousness, could survive or he cffective against the it was Marx who stated that the struggle for higher wages, while

——— e ————

‘ sharp and scientific dialectics of class strupgle, pnrticulariy with

i black Marxist-Leninist awareness becing what it is today. revolutionary was not for higher wages, but "--abolishment of the

{ No. We reject proletariat revolution on other glgggga‘__ggi__

those other grounds are essentially this: that in the final analysis

necessary, was in itself piecemeal reformism, and that the cry of the %’
¢

wage system." This is the furthest thing from the minds of the white

proletariat. : : i
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it is not revolutionary--but counter-revolutionary. Due to the exploitation of the Third World where the imperialist ;

—
In the first place proletariat revolution sceks a complete de- reap untold billions in the plundering of the natiral resources and

Lz

labor of the Third World masses, the imperialist have been able to

YL AR

fcat of the monopoly capitalist class, and to establish a socialist

America. And it lacks a most fundamental ingredient--a radical pro- cushion the cdge of exploitation for their workers at home. The
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letariat. — i workers in the imperialist countries are paid a much, much higher
T ———p—— .
"ii.The groletariat ofheach country must, of course, first of wage, and enjoy an infinitely higher standard of living. As a re- B
all scttle matters with i i " ist Mani- ‘ . 4 2
~festo its own bourgeoisie. Communist Mani sult the working class of the imperialist countries, particularly ;

the u.s.a. are "brought off." Their essential human needs are met,

ey T en .

The black worker, which comprises only about 10% of the amerik-
for the most part, within the context of the system.

- v——

kkan proletariat class, it is true, is as radical as it can be

: : (withbut 1 scessarily being class conscious), they would as soon For the Black Liberation Movement to take on the task of prole-

tariat revolution would be to present a black challenge to tue
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Would be to stir the blind patriotism

and emotionalism of 200 million white amerikkkans--a few million of

which are probably not even racist, but when you are "out to destroy

amerikkka"--well, there you are. In other words seizing proletariat

power in amerikkka is not the job of the black worker, and the Black

iberati ve

s no business trying.
Therefore, the orthodox Marxist-Leninist, i.e. the proletariatist
lack a proletariat movement. If the proletariatist are going to be- -

come involved in an indepth peoples' movement that strikes at basic

bourgeois institutions, it most necessarily must be a movement other

than the "proletariat", i.e. white workers' movement. The Black
Liberation movement is the most likely replacement. Here they find
a people's strugple that is daily, hourly, and nationally embroiled
in thc.embittering contradictions that lic at the hase of the system.
That being the case, one would think they would concentrate
their cncrgies toward supporting--even joining the Black Liberation
Movement; but no, instead we find a tremendous effort on the part of
many proletariatists to convert the black revolution into the prole-
tariat revelution. To that end, they must destroy/defeat Black Lib-

eration as 2 colonial question, and keep it within the context frame-

work of a rative proletariat issue. To this end, we find the left
engaged in a wide ranging and heated debate on Black Liberation and
"The Nati;nal Question." Or more specifically--whether a Black Na-
tion exists in the five southern states termed "the black-belt
south," (Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and S. Carolina
And if not, is there scientific validity to any such-claim in the
conceivably near future.

Every prolectariat orgnniiation of note, black or white, has pro-

Reams of paper and tons of

ferred position papers on the subject.
26 .
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rhetoric have been expended. Every paper uses as a starting point
Stalin's definition of a nation, to wit:

“A nation is a historically constituted, stable community of
people formed on the basis of common language, territory, eco-
nomic life and psychological make-up manifested in a common
culture.” Marxism and the National Question, Stalin

From there they generally go on to comment on the assessment of
the Communist International in which they analyzed the situation of
the black people in the south during the era which extends from the
Civil War until about 1930, and in the light of that definition con-
ferred upon these pcople, the status of “an oppr :ssed natior."

Since that time the trend of black migration to the urban industrial
ccnécrs has taken its toll, and black peoplz, it is acknowledged by
all concerned, no longcrAconstitute a majority in tbis area (except
in a few counties i; Mississippi); also the development of capital-
ist method of farming, and the breakdown of the sharecropper fecudal
system, dispossesscd the pcople from the land, and they lost what
little "economic cohesion" that existed for them. Hence some take
the pbsition that a Black Nation no longer cxist in this area, while
others attempt to cling in some fashion or another to the old Com-
mintern concept. All of this argument is terribly eniightening as
these Marxist-Leninist are at their scientific best, and the infor-
mation and historical data they develop in the céburse of their ar-
guments is invaluable--and recommended reading. But for all its ab-
sorbing interest, we must at the same time point out that it is an
altogether false issue.

It was kind of funky at the onsét. When the Communist Interna-
tional in 1928 first gaupged the black question in the 1light of

Stalin's definition and proclaimed a Black Nation--they did not do
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and Haymarket riots, the "IWW", Big Bill Heywood, and the "dynamite

it with the thought in mind to promote Black Revolution, but rather ) ’
. revolution," etc. .

to promote proletariat revolution 1928, it may be r W
. e recalled . < s
’ » Was a But not so today. Today the intention is the same, to divert

~— e s A

period when the Marcus Garvey Black Nationalist movement
was in . .
tts the BLM into proletariat revolution, but in order to do this they

Hley-day, with phenomenal success of mobilizin T T
' g the black masses. b i i
sses he find it more feasible to destroy all consideration of Black Libera-

communist party sought to undercut this movement The :
. sought to i -
Y & tion as a national question. Hence they take the same definition

what on the order of a campaign promise, that, should the BLM join
. currently exists in the south, the all important common economic ac-

them, the would guarantce beforchand that when the prolefariat revo- ) .
tivity is missing, you have no nation at this time.

lution su ceeded blacks would have the right to this land, to set up

The truth is, of course, that we've had no nation there at any

an indepe. dent nation, or as a state within Socialist America with 5
3 , time, but a prison, and a concentration-work camp. Technically |
sclf-determination. : — E F :
. ‘ speaking, even within the framework of Stalin's definition, aithough 2

By this we do not intend to pass too severe a judgment on the

we had a majority black population, a common language, culture etc.,

Commintern. All in all it was appropriate for the time. For the

- e m— e

we lack a economically interwoven activity. The sharecropper--feudal
black movement of that era was indeed in need of an ally as sophis-

system tied us economically to the bourgeois planter class, or to the

ticated, powerful and tcnacious as the international proletariat.
capitalist banks. The markets and retail purchases of that Qlack ma-

Indeed, whether the glorious Comrade Garvey knew it or not, black '
jority was dominated overwheclmingly by white ownership and bourgeois

liberation, whether back-to-Africa, or whatever, could not be won
- system of commodjty production. Historically, we have never exer- I~

without a struggle against imperialism. Nor do we intend to imply . :
cised sovercignty there, or self-determination over our lives. The

that the Commintern was working a deceit. They were not. Every- ' )
y y black-belt south has been about as much of a nation to black people

thing we've said here, they said it in front. What makes it funky .
as this penitentiary with its black majority population.

was that up until that time the picletariat movement had virtually
No, while the Commintern was a little bit funky with its offer,

ignored the oppression of blacks, and had made no serious cfforts to
today's proletariat revolutionaries are indulging in rank hypocrisy.

organize, inteprate, or take up issues which affected blacks. When
Because as long as capitalism is not kicked soundly in the ass, it .

they finally did make a move it was after the Black people had begun
makes little difference whether our claims to this land or any land

organizing themselves--then it was co-optive in intent. But at
can be scientifically "demonstrated." And if the proletariat revo-

least during this period there existed a virile and forward striding

lution were successful--again it would make little difference whether
proletariat movement in amerikkkka: the era of “the Palmer raids",
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we had any scientifically valid claim; we could "re-locate' or

LY

otherwise :orrect any deficiency that would legitimize our “morally"
justified claim fo- sel€ detewminatior.” In other words, at the

least the Communist Inieruational's offer should still hold.

And so the question is why? Why are the orthodox Marxist so in-
tent upon challenging B]ack Nationalism that they risk compromising
the integrity of the Marxian scienc2? Is it because Black National-
ism is "narrow" and racist? We doubt it. Black so-called racism
docs not have the underpinnings of vested interest and can be changed
to perceive the class enemy relativaly easy. (Relative to white con-
sciousness changing.)

Perhaps it is because Black Nationalism is "bourgeois," i.e. the
thrust of the black bourgeois to crecate a ngtional market; "to pro-
vide a market for black owned manufacture and services." According
to the Philadelphia Worker's Organizing Committee (PWOC), a multi-
national Marxist Leninist group such as this is indeed the intent
behind the rise of Black Nationalism. Yet by their own statistics,
89.5% of black people are working class, and only 10.5 are members
of the black bourgeois, and petty bourgeoise class. And of this,
10.5 bourgeois/petty bourpcois 9.9% arc ticd to the system in the
capacity of "public administrators, Salaricd managers (manufacture,
retail, ctc.); professional (lawyers, doctors, college professors,
etc.), sales managers, insurance brokers, realtors, etc., Foremen,
police, firemen and security guards.

And that leaves 1.2% who could bencfit from a monopoly of black
markets. And that 1.2% di§ides evenly into .6% "self cmployed mana-

gers (manufacturers, contractors, reatilers) and .6$ farmers. So

30
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how could it be claimed that this miniscule black bqurgcois faction
provides the base for a black nationalist ;olitical movement. Cer-
tainly those tied to the system can be expected to remain loyal to
the system in most instances; and the thirst for a monopoly of the
black market by the miniscule self-employed managers, contractors
and retaiiers does not spill over into the area of armed struggle.

And upon mentioning armed struggle we hit upon the gist of the prob-

lem.

e suhmit at this point, that the current Marxist proletariat

seck to channel black liberation into proletariat revolution because
black liberation posed as a colonial question inherently eutails

armed struggle.

“Colonialism is not a thinking machine nor a body endowed with
reasoning faculties. It is violence in its natural state, and

it will only yield when confronted with greater violence.” Fanon

And this is the root of the problem. There is no place in the \

vision of amerikkkan proletariat revolution for violence. They per

ceive confrontation and struggle alright. They perceive pariiamen-
tary contest, general strikes, demonstrations, hopefully mass social
‘disorder,-at worse a scattered handful of jail terms, maybe riots,
and some head busting; a few deaths--but armed struggle? "“...the

streets being cordoned off. Armoured pig carriers everywhere, the

smell of cordite..." Forhct it., Let therebe no mistake about it, no

amount of provocaturing, no amount of criticizing or exhortation will

"trick" them into a violent posture. No, we hate to admit it about
fellow Marxist-Laninists, but we are afraid it is much as the indom-
inable Comrade Malcolm X said when speaking of Comrade King and the

brothers in the early 1960's, he said (rather loudly):
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"IF THESE SO CALLED REVOLUTIONARIES KNEW WHAT REVOLUTION WAS

» REALLY ABOUT, THEY WOULD SHUT UP AND GET ON OUT OF THE WAY{"™

Similarly, it may be stated about the proletariatist. . They
seck to channcl Black Revolution into a piece-meal reformist wheel-
spinning racial struggle.

Let us take for example again the words of the PWOC. They con-

tend that for many of this “boundless attachment™ to the idea of the

Black Nation is a moral aspiration, and that black people do not want

revolution, but freedom where they are at.,

"Ig it not clear that the Black Pcople want not an artificial
union but an end to discrimination and the achievement of full
denmocracy...the right to sclf determination is at best abstract
to them and is more often perceived as a demand injurious to
their intcrests.” Against Dopmatism on the National Question
Pamphlet of the PWOC, p. 47

In other words, thcy see as we see, that Black Revolution and

establishing a Black Nation involves preparing 25 million black peo-
ple to perceive their interest ancw, and migrate--flock to a partic-
ular arca. In other words, an opcration upon Black consciousness.
To many this may indeed seem to be the truly farfetched aspect of the
whole projasition. But consider this: when the PWOC begins to speak
of prolet: riat revolution they end up saying we must operate on white
consciousiess (did Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. say different?).

"To merge the strupggle of Black people with the American workers
Movement is the strategic aim--the path to Black Liberation and
Socialist Revolution--the key tc 'ending the criminal rule of
the U.S. monopoly class.”

And:

"The most powerful obstacle is the promotion of the idecology of
white supremacy, which not orly serves to divide the class and
split the white workers away from the Black frecdom struggple,
but actually enables the bouricoisie to recruit scctions of the
white workers into its camp. The powerful grip of white chauvi-
nist idcology over the masses of white workers turns them
against the“struggle for democratic rights on the part of the
Black pcople. This ideology is the single most divisive weapon
in the hands of the class enemy, splitting the working class,
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disorienting it politically and preventing it from gauging its
true fricends and its real enemies.”

And further:
", . .we must direct our main blow against white chauvinism."
"The class struggle, including the fight against discriminat@on
in all its forms, is thec school in which the white workers will
learn that their real interests lie with the Black workers. And
it is the active struggle of the white workers against racism
that will gcnerate confidence in the power of the united prole-
tariat on the part of the Black workers.” .
And so we ask--now who is the uptopian? In the first place,
they base their whole strategy on a fiction. There is no "American
workers movement." A handful of left organizations with thinly spread
national cadres in no way constitutes a movement of amerikkkan workers.

In essence what they're saying is that the primary job of proletariat

revolution is--altering the consciousness of the white working class.

We submit that changing the consciousness of black pcople into
accepting a Black Nation and committing themselves to struggle for it
shall be qualitatively casier than attempting to change the conscious-
ness of white workers. The material conditions support and promote
white racism. The competition for jobs promotes racial antajzorisms.
The différences in social/cultural conditions which result frcm being
denied vital arcas of decvelopment: lumpen sub-culture ctc., serve
further to broaden differcnces and reinforce century long notions of
white supremacy. Finally, white suprecmacy is actively promoted by
the ruling class. This means millions of dollars are spent, and the
power of established institutions are brought into play to maintain
the white worker in a national conspiracy of racism.

: To significantly change white consciousness, whether it be
toward a more amenable position on the race qdestion. or Lo out an

out radicalism, it would be necessary first to remove the matcrial

~
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7 Uﬁﬂﬁiﬂiﬂﬁiﬂﬁg- It is theorized that as the international contra-

di¥ctions sharpen, that is to say the growing Socialist competition
for world markets, the recovery of other capitalist countries from
the devastetlion wrought by World War IT, Britain, France and espe-
cially Germany and Japan, competing on the world markets further
proscribe and 1imit the amerikkkan imperialist access to markets and
raw materials; the thrust of the Third World for a greater share in
its own resources (The Organization of Petroleum Producing Countries,
for example), the nationnlization of industry hy other Third World
countrics, ind of course the wars of liberation being won by the
Third World (Vietnam, Angola, Mozambique), and so forth all add up
to perceptivle constriction of the amerikkkan cmpire. Amerikkkan
capitalism is no longer the virile cypanding giant;, it can no lenger
pyant concessions without it affecting their profit index; a few more
hlews and it is believed (hoped) by the thcorists, that the smerikkkan
ruling class will no longer be able to protect the white working c¢lass
from bearing the contradictions of cxploitation. This, it is hoped,
will radicalize them, will compell them to scek a socialist solution.

Others prophesize that "Soviet Social Imperialism’ in its expan-
sion must inevitably clash with amerikkkan capitalist imperialism,
and in the ensuing world war usher in the proletariat revolution.

All this sort of thing is like waiting on an act of providence
(especially the latest bit about “Soviet Social Imperialism). While

. ———

it is true that the amerikkkan cmpire is constricting rather than

——————

«—expTiding, there is no indication that it will bear well for race

—~ i

————
But rather to the contrary. The imperialist are more

relations.

) i
likely to be successful in aiming white workkker diaaffectioninto
racist channels. That, in fact, is precisely the problem. If cap-.

34

itali%m were yet expanding, could yet grant coaceisions without it
affecting adversely their profit margins,-thun the race issue in
amerikkka would be considerably more amenable. As it stands, white
worker consciousness is immutabhle within the context of the svstem.
No, the strupple apainst racism is necessary to expose contra-
dictions, and raise consciousness and educate blacks to the system,
but as a primary strategy for liberation, however, it is 3 bankrupt
line. In onc sense it is the other side of "Narrow Nationalism” in
that it makes rnce issues the main focus of struggle. It purports
to it at the reot of the system, but actually engapes the meovement
in endless picce-meal confrentations that, no sooncr is resoived in
one area re-appears in another. Today a busing issue in Boston,
tomorrow the death penalty in Georgia, democratic rights in South
Carolina, migrant farm workers in Florida, nazis in Czlifornia,
lynching in Mississippi, police brutality in Detroit, housing in
Cliicago, Kluxers in Cairo, [llinois, discrimination in the building
trades, failure of affirmative action in industry, and etc., ad

infinum., Al} this proves nothing if not that, in respect to race at

least, white conscigusness is immutable within the context of tapi-
talism., If proletariat revelution is dependent upon alter’ng this,
then we can look to have bourgcoisedom with us until the yzar

2,000,000 A.D.
On the other hand, black consciousness is changing all the time.
There is no consciousness in amerikkka which is growing and develop-
ing en a par with black conscioﬁsuesg. While today the black masscs
may appear to be caught up in the clutches of degenerate bourgeoise

consciousness, of rabid consumerism, opportunism, individualism,

"getting over on the next man,'" and such other hu'lan alienation as
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enerated iy the gallopi | i i .
; gene Yy g oping predatory capitalist economy, this is struggle. We anticipate that anything we can do to help further

essentially a false consciousness w1thout substantial material sup- proletariat revolution, any way we can form united fronts, concerted

orta and against our “real in M i i i
p g T terest It is but another stage in action, or whatever, we will lock arms in unity. But there is no

the Black ion' i s . .
¢ Nation's unending quest for its lost human identity. It point in our attempting to submerge Black Liberation in proletariat

e e e s b e

ts an integral part of the task of Black Socialist Revolution to re- i struggle--or masquerading as proletariat revolution. Such attempts

: cover this i i i .
: s identity in the course of struggle. True the state of are false, confusing and in the final analysis leads head-long down

Black consciousness is a major isste to be contended wi : i .
J ntended with, but we | a blind alley.

hold that affecting black consciousncss favorably holds infinitely

' greater promise than affecting white racism. I

’ RARARARARAARRARARRARAR
E In conclusion, it should be pointed out that our rejection of
‘; proletariat revolution should not be construed in an absolute secnse. ! I SUGGESTED READINGS . hi
: Primarily we resist the attempts cf certain Marxist to divert our %: fg:?ﬁa§ﬁ°2§e°§at§3ig%ﬁgu2§tgg;fp?Iﬁ§:¥i? Pub.) o
; struggle into non-productive channcls. The proletariat methods of I '3: iégg%gg ﬁggﬁafgéago§°iﬁg'ﬁi:fﬁnhﬂuz;i?ﬁnfag?s.o.c.
E strike, demonstrations, boycotts, parliamentary maneuvers and so ! :

: forth, shall certainly be an integral part of our peoples' struggle. QUESTIONS
1. What are some of the questions you have on this pamphlet? Discuss

But if Black Revolution is to be successful, we must maintain our -
them with your cell.

perspective as an oppressed nation, a colonized people, and with the * 2. What is the aim of Black Revolution?

blood and sacrifice that entails. 3. What is the aim of Proletariat Revolution?

Nor do we mean to entirely forsake proletariat revolution, such 4. What are some of the alternatives for Black Revolution in so far

as a land base is concerned?

s e Te meserag,

as it is, for we recognize a certain "...dialectical strengthening

that occurs between the movement of liberations of the colonized peo- 5. Can you think of any.new possible alternatives?
6. Discuss with your cell what you think is the most important aspect

ples and the emancipatory strugples 6f the exploited working class of the Nation Building strategy outlined here..

A . . . " " N .« 3 i
: of the imperialist countries. (Fanon) Particularly in that ours 7. Can you think of anything new that may be contributed to strategy?

8. Do you think &ou are ready to embrace "voluntary poverty,' and

’ is a situation where both the “colonized peoples' and the "exploited
: live "communal' with your comrades?

working class of the imperialist country" occupy the same territory,

S e R Y TR U W 2

the same i.dustrial complexes, and the sam2 economy. Certainly there 9. Why do we reject proletariat revolution? Explain. .

. . R . o .
is no way re can jerk the pillar of the Black Colony out of the very .10. Is this rejection of proletariat revolution total? Explain.

vihe af ths hanat withaut havine a nrofound effect on the prolciariat
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